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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I extend to you and your families my deep sorrow and apology for the abuse you have
endured and respectfully ask your forgiveness for the betrayal of trust at the deepest level by
those who were meant to protect you. I particularly express my sorrow to those who have been
abused by priests, deacons, consecrated men and women religious, volunteers and lay employees
of the church. I have a sincere personal commitment to address the spiritual and emotional well-
being of victims and survivors of sexual abuse,

It is our sacred duty in the Church and in the Diocese of Arlington to protect all people,
especially onr youth, and I take this responsibility very seriously. The Charter the Protection of
Children and Young People was established by the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops in 2002. The Charter provides a comprehensive set of procedures for addressing
allegations of abuse of minors by Catholic clergy. The Charter also includes guidelines for
reconciliation, healing, accountability and prevention of future acts of abuse.

As your Bishop I am committed to you and your healing and will seek to help you in
every way possible in binding up your wounds by providing assistance through the Victim’s
Assistance Office. It is important to me to sustain a healing environment for you and your
families that allows for the renewal of hope and opportunities for reconciliation. I am available to
listen to you and your experiences and to engage in any dialogue that may be helpful to you.

Please explore this website and use it as a possible resource for your healing. Also,
contact the Victim’s Assistance coordinators, Pat Mudd, Rosa Colello and Aneliz Sipe who have
the training and experience to meet you and patiently explore with you your needs. It is my hope
and prayer that you find solace and support in this Victim’s Assistance program, and by the
prayers and Masses that wiil be offered for you,

May Almighty God bless you and give you peace and consolation.
Sincerely in Christ,

Most Reverend Michael F. Burbidge

Bishop of Arlington




3 22, 2016
LT AT MRG0 Al 27 hahPFLY

W9 CAHARNGT BONEATT W9 ?’-\.ﬂ\'ﬂ'f'" A2l HaLChraoAe9" ANUMA 9T 18 01
QOG- AL Yo ANHTNCH2™F T 0%y, 9°U%% Al ASTART Y9057 HLYFO-ND-977%
Bl hdvilor

AGAL & PP Q005 ANLCETT NTnATT arnaTy N9he haerd Ae02AG 1Y
HL R LOT T Al 5 3 VFRCAL LT T EMPONI® QNG VU, NIHNDSY, WIARANIOH

Al PEFT L CTAHANY P ASoY o8amt TIMALST R 19PMPL Wl WG
ADCHT B9 Py F9eng HLFE HOA TN 19PMCT 000007 LA 92058
hEI1IAA NIV

ThaPGYS AAGAL LN YTRALTS MR ao POl 232 MDA hWia 900 LT
PHANMNT S0 A TRCAELTYT ONNGT7 SN0 AACTEY hLdT hes I NI hE £99 ey
HL TS GH G 8 mav T aPAy - dh Hoa T

NGEE 4. 97 Mh NTAN£T AR0T A9lén Wl Ho-Zh " hAP DAY oY h( 1T WIAG
@PIoL AR WL A T No-AL QUPT T4R.00 THAYA Do, &30 1970 b TH
ALY ALY WTN AT Tdied O LPMITT BONPE ThellFr Mg o
(oo0Ch) MLFET @17 NHON FI1PET To08n QLA NI Tav nLLavy 1IN
OATIMA TIFPFT T o0 Snhds

0 Oavy WS hr@y N8, O m-ac N AméSr ATl 180T AP aPROT hilh
Al WO Wl HWLLATDI® (0A AlhofAT 58 160, 0NEN9*Y ALETNY T4
A Ban® mLTE R0CHTN WENGTONTY YPU@ KN 926G DT nIoHAOT
REIMAANIE AHOO ADT T DP9 HdAR AONCIT09™) 946 ¢TI NHAO LA
he AAD Wl B IPA W PY ho) 0T DA LA® 990,508 hEIMEANI

nAl @G TOH Mo Ampe® Hhhd N0 el ooCH ST Gl ACAY I
nN"n hay (1, TEL T 030 TeenCy TET PAMST e HAe@d T oo O nAN hIACH
LT ronond nrdnlk thhaiks AGAL Al PPoPY hHhTT THE8TYC PEOIEY
ANZPCT Q7LD T TOIENTE HohKY $V0 M0G0 DI"IHEATI W18

WOt (7 Addd IRA0C TR ST ROCHF WTH? PRIV W00 AlT
aaPOT PEAT LNNT PPAI50T WELNE QAN WO

WL aede HAd h9PAN LACNH9°: QAan) PRS0 ha) Po-CLAN9:

N20 17 “Land CAE
AX0 MM ACATTR7




