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Assistance for Catholic Schools and Students: Education Tax Credits

Catholic Social Teaching:  

“A particularly important contribution many families make to the common good of society is the education of children. Parents – the first and most important educators – have a fundamental right to choose the education best suited to their children’s needs, including public, private, and religious schools. Governments should help provide the resources required for all parents to exercise this basic right without discrimination, and for all children to access the educational opportunities most suitable to their needs.” Faithful Citizenship in Virginia, Virginia Catholic Conference (2007).

2010 Legislation:
Legislation under consideration by the General Assembly would establish income tax credits for businesses which contribute to foundations that provide scholarships to students in lower-income families who desire to attend nonpublic schools.

The Diocese of Arlington and the Diocese of Richmond support this legislation. It would increase educational options and opportunities for more families with limited economic means and would also assist all Catholic-school families by boosting enrollments and helping to keep tuitions lower.

Talking Points for Meetings with Legislators:
· All parents with school-aged children contribute to Virginia’s education system—regardless of what schools their children attend.

· This type of legislation would increase the range of options available for more children whose parents cannot afford to pay tuitions.

· Preventing declines in nonpublic-school enrollment is in the state’s best economic interest. The more that students move from nonpublic schools to public schools, the greater the cost to state and local governments.

· A report by the Friedman Foundation on polling of 1,200 likely Virginia voters (conducted in October 2009) found that 65% of those surveyed were in favor of tax credits for donations to scholarship organizations.  Only 23% of those surveyed opposed this proposed policy.

· The Friedman polling report showed high support for these tax credits among Democrats (64%), Republicans (68%), and Independents (66%).

