Parishes urged to help expand VCC network the weekend of Nov. 13-14
On August 30, Richmond Bishop Francis DiLorenzo and Arlington Bishop Paul Loverde instituted a statewide sign-up campaign to boost enrollment in the Virginia Catholic Conference Email Advocacy Network.  A letter issued jointly by both bishops was sent to all 220 parishes in their two dioceses to announce this new initiative and to encourage the broadest possible participation.  
In inviting every Virginia parish to conduct a sign-up drive the weekend of November 13-14, the bishops noted, "The staff of our Conference has repeatedly found that constituent contacts to legislators' offices play a decisive role in outcomes, especially on close votes.  Over the last several years, for example, contacts to elected officials made by users of the Conference's network have enabled new restrictions on state abortion funding, the exclusion of embryonic stem-cell research from new state biotechnology programs, the defeat of legislation expanding the death penalty, and the prevention of punitive policies against charities that serve immigrants.  In the future, however, much higher levels of grassroots input will be imperative if we are to protect these gains against vigorous attacks and make bigger strides in these and other areas.” 
The bishops’ observations basically boil down to this simple fact: The greater the number of active participants in the VCC’s Email Advocacy Network, the better the results will be on critical issues that affect human life and dignity and the common good of our Commonwealth. 
Over the next two months, the VCC will provide parishes with more details and with materials and resources that can be used for a sign-up drive the weekend of November 13-14.  If you would like to volunteer to lead or assist with a drive at your parish, you are encouraged to approach your pastor. 
In the meantime, those already enrolled in the VCC network can also help boost enrollment in other ways.  Please consider reaching out to those around you who may not have joined the VCC network yet but who may be interested in doing so.  Are there three, four, or maybe even five family members, friends, coworkers, etc. that you could invite to join?  If so, please ask them to visit www.vacatholic.org and click the “Join the Network!” icon.  A screen will then appear with a link (“Join the Network!”) to an electronic form near the bottom.  Once this very short form is completed and submitted, the person is enrolled in the network. 
Thank you for your participation and promotion of the Virginia Catholic Conference Email Advocacy Network.  Together, we can all grow it into something much bigger!
 
