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DIOCESE OF ARLINGTON

KINDERGARTEN PHILOSOPHY

As Catholic educators in the Diocese of Arlington, we are committed to providing a Christ-centered environment with an emphasis on our Catholic faith and traditions.  We will reflect this environment by acting as Catholic Christian role models for our children.  Each child’s uniqueness will be recognized and respected.  We will strive to provide a diverse and developmentally appropriate curriculum that will meet the spiritual, intellectual, social, emotional and physical needs and abilities of each child.  We will foster a partnership between school, teacher, and parent to ensure that each child reaches their potential and in doing so discovers the joy of learning which prepares the child for continuous success.

II.
ENTRANCE, ASSESSMENT AND TESTING


Virginia School Laws states that children who reach their fifth birthday on or before September 30 shall be enrolled in school.  There is no testing for entrance to kindergarten if the child is the required age.  The Diocese of Arlington states in the Policies and Guidelines the following requirements:

Children who will have reached the age of five years by September 30th may be admitted to a kindergarten program.  There is no testing mandated for kindergarten entrance if the child is the required age.  Admission will be dependent on both the child's readiness and the availability of spaces in the classroom.


In the spring, prior to entry into kindergarten, the Early Prevention of School Failure or a screening instrument, such as Zaner-Bloser, Gesell, Cambridge Readiness or Brigance, should be administered in order to determine the child's strengths and weaknesses.  The PALS Testing (Phonological Awareness Literacy Screening UVA: http://pals.virginia.edu  should be administered in the fall and spring.  The KAMC [Kindergarten Assessment of Mathematical Competency (Diocese of Arlington)] must be administered in the spring.  The results of the test should be shared with the first grade teacher.
III.
READINESS SKILLS

RELIGION

READING/LANGUAGE ARTS READINESS

MATHEMATICS READINESS

SCIENCE/HEALTH READINESS

SOCIAL STUDIES READINESS

FINE ARTS

LIBRARY

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

TECHNOLOGY

IV.
Progress Reports


Parents are to be kept informed of their child's progress.  This can be done by parent-teacher conferences in November and March (optional) and by means of the Diocesan Progress Report in January and June.

V. Suggested Schedules


The Virginia Code calls for three hours of instruction for a half day Kindergarten and five and one half hours for a full day.  The following time line is based on the weekly time allotment for each area.

	SCHEDULE A

(Full day)
	SUBJECT
	SCHEDULE B

(Half day)

	
	
	

	50 min.
	Arrival, greeting, attendance
	50 min.

	
	
	

	150
	Religion
	150

	
	
	

	450
	Reading and Language Arts Experience
	225

	
	
	

	150
	Math Development
	100

	
	
	

	60
	Music/Art
	30

	
	
	

	150
	Activity
	75

	
	
	

	150
	Social Studies and Science Activities
	75

	
	
	

	100
	Snack and lavatory
	100

	
	
	

	150
	Recess
	75

	
	
	

	150
	Rest, listening
	0

	
	
	

	30
	Computer
	30

	
	
	

	30
	Library
	30

	
	
	

	40
	Physical Education
	30

	
	
	

	1660
	TOTAL
	920


Please see the individual subject guidelines posted on the website.
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