Liturgy for the Funeral Mass of a Child Who Died before Baptism
An invitation to quiet silence and prayer 

(Any musical selections appropriate for the occasion) 
Welcome and Call to Worship - Lector 
Good, morning./evening This morning /evening at the Mass of healing, we take time to pray and commemorate our losses of children before baptism. The death of a child is a life changing event for a mother and a father. Experiencing such a loss leaves many hopes and dreams unfulfilled. 

This morning /evening the names of your children who died before baptism will be offered at Mass with a prayer and blessing for you and for them. Before we begin, a representative from  Project Rachel Office will read a few words of comfort written by an unknown author. 

             There is a Place








There is a place prepared for little children 





Those we once lived for, those we deeply mourn, 





Those who from play, from learning and from laughter 

Cruelly were torn. 

There is a place where hands which held ours tightly 

Now are released beyond all hurt and fear 

Healed by that love which also feels our sorrow 

Tear after tear. 

There is a place where all the lost potential 

Yields its full promise, finds its lost intent; 

Silenced no more, young voices echo freely 

They were meant. 

There is a place where God will hear our questions, 

Suffer our anger, share our speechless grief.

Gently repair the innocence of loving 
And of belief. 

Jesus, who bids us to be like little children 

Shields those our arms are yearning to embrace,

God will ensure that all are reunited; 

There is a place. 

Procession
Entrance Song

 
You Are Mine
Greetings   
Penitential Rite


Sung
Opening Prayer 

 

Father of all consolation
from whom nothing is hidden, 

you know the faith of these parents 

who mourn the death of their child. 

May they find comfort in knowing 

That he (she) is entrusted to your loving care.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
One God for ever and ever.
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    Funeral Mass of a child who died before baptism.

Liturgy of the Word: (Readings taken from the funeral Mass for a child who dies before

baptism). 

First Reading: 

Lamentations 3: 22-26 
The favors of the Lord are not exhausted, 


    His mercies are not spent;


They are renewed each morning,


    So great is his faithfulness.


My portion is the Lord, says my soul;


    Therefore will I hope in him;


It is good to hope in silence,
    For the saving help of the Lord.

            This is the word of the Lord. 

Responsorial Psalm - Cantor
Psalm 25  
R) To you, O Lord, I lift my soul. 

Your ways, O Lord, make known to me, teach me your paths.
Guide me in your truth and teach me, for you are God my savior. R) 

Remember that your compassion , Lord, and your kindness are from 

of old. In your kindness remember me,
because of your goodness, O Lord. R). 
Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me out of my distress.

Preserve my life, and rescue me; 

Let me not be put to shame, for I take refuge in you. R) 

Gospel Acclamation:
2 Corinthians 1: 3b-4a 




Blessed be the Father of  mercies and the God of all comfort,




Who consoles us in all our afflictions. 
Gospel: 

Matthew 11: 25-30 




At that time Jesus said in reply “I give praise to you, Father, Lord of 

                                       Heaven and earth, for although you have hidden these things from the 




Wise, and the learned you have revealed them to the childlike.

Yes Father such has been your gracious will. All things have been 

Handed, over to me by my Father .No one knows the Son except the 
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 

Whom ,the Son wishes to reveal him.
“Come to me, all you who labor and are burdened and I will give you

 rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am meek and 

 humble of heart and you will find rest for yourselves.



This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Homily  

Prayer of the Faithful (Stand) 
· For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect, forbearance, and justice might grow among nations and peoples, we pray to the Lord.
· For the holy church of God, that it may boldly witness and proclaim the truth, justice, love and compassion of God, we pray to the Lord.

· For those in positions of public trust, especially our President and members of Congress, that they may serve justice and promote the dignity and freedom of all people, we pray to the Lord. 

· For the poor, the persecuted, and sick, and all who suffer or mourn, that they may be  relieved,  protected, and comforted, we pray to the Lord.

· For this parish family, and the families of all those who are present, that they may find each other comfort, compassion, understanding, and enjoy their fellowship around the table of the Eucharist the source of their spiritual life, we pray to the Lord.
· For, those who have no surviving children, that God whose ways are beyond understanding will bless their lives with fruitfulness and joy, we pray to the Lord.

· For those who are still grieving for the loss of their children that God give them strength 
and the grace to overcome  their anxieties, discouragements, confusions, despair,
obstinacy of heart, guilt and  lack of faith, we pray to the Lord.
· For all who have died, especially our babies, that with all the saints, they may have 


happiness and peace and life eternal with  the Lord, we pray to the Lord. 

Presentation of the Gifts     

Sung 
 

Flowers, “Basket” where cards with written names of babies/children to be honored are offered.-
Water, wine and bread - A family to bring up these gifts.
Prayer over the Gifts   (Stand)
Eucharistic Prayer



Our Father

Sign of Peace

Lamb of God  



Sung
Communion



Sung

Eye Has Not Seen 
Prayer after Communion 

Prayer of Commendation & Blessing 
Priest: 

Lord, 




Grant mercy to all the members of this family 




And comfort them with the hope 




That one day we will all live with you, 




With your son Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, 




For ever and ever. 

R) Amen.  
(Book of Blessings page 129 from the blessing of Parents after a Miscarriage.)
Parents’ Prayer: 
(A parent will be assigned to lead the prayer).
You are the author and sustainer of our lives, O God, 




You are our final home. 




Trusting in your mercy




And in your all-embracing love, 




We pray that you give him/her happiness for ever. 

Turn also to us who have suffered this loss. 



Strengthen the bonds of this family and our community. 

Confirm us in faith, in hope and in love, 

So that we may bear your peace to one another 

And one day stand together with all the saints 

Who praise you for your saving help. 

We ask this through Our Jesus Christ your Son. Amen.

Recessional 
Closing Song 


I Have Loved You 
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