
Catholic Diocese of Arlington CCHD Grants
2009-10
Each November, a second collection is taken up in the parishes of the Diocese to support the CCHD Program.  While 75% of the amount collected is sent to the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops for distribution through the National Catholic Campaign for Human Development Program, 25% of the funds stay in the Diocese.  Applications for funding are reviewed by volunteers of the Diocesan CRS/CCHD Committee who make up the Allocations Subcommittee.  Committee members make site visits to each eligible organization. The projects are required to meet the following criteria:

· To address the root causes of poverty by creating institutional change through a non-partisan approach

· To be planned and implemented by low-income participants

· To follow the moral guidelines of the Catholic Church

The following projects are receiving grants in 2009-10:

Shirlington Employment & Education Center (Arlington) receives $5,000 to help day laborers from the center form their own businesses.  Classes in financial management and developing a business plan are offered, as well as personal assistance in applying for a business license.
Vanguard Services Unlimited (Arlington) receives $10,000 to form an Alumni Organization.  Vanguard provides substance abuse treatment services, primarily to low-income participants.  The Alumni Organization would give those who have completed their treatment programs the opportunity to learn advocacy skills to address housing and job discrimination sometimes faced by recovering substance abusers.
HUMANCommunity (Winchester) receives $10,000 to offer an after-school leadership training program to Hispanic youth.  The participants will learn about local government and history, coordinate community service projects, and visit elected officials in Richmond and Washington, DC, to discuss issues of concern.

Fredericksburg Regional Head Start (Fredericksburg) receives $10,000 for their Parent Empowerment Project.  This project provides advocacy training to parents whose children participate in the Head Start Program, a federally funded pre-school program for families living in poverty.  The parents not only have the opportunity to become involved in the local Head Start Council and influence the policies of their own program, but to speak out about educational issues at the federal level. 
The disAbility Resource Center (Fredericksburg) receives $19,500 to fund the Youth Leadership Team.  Through this group, high school students with physical and developmental disabilities learn advocacy and leadership skills to use at their own Individual Education and Transition meetings as well as when meeting with State Senators and Members of the House of Delegates.  Participants can make elected officials in Richmond more aware of the needs of the disabled and request funding for support programs.

BU-GATA (Arlington) receives $19,500 to support neighborhood stabilization in the Buckingham area through the Homeownership Resident Council.  BU-GATA was successful in influencing Arlington County and a private developer to set aside 46 units in Buckingham Village to offer qualified residents the opportunity to purchase their homes instead of continuing to rent.  This project will ensure that appropriate financing options are available, as well as that low-income residents will continue to be part of the decision-making that affects their housing options.
Hispanics Against Child Abuse and Neglect (Fairfax) receives $19,500 for the STAR Program.  This leadership training program for immigrant youth in the Culmore neighborhood meets at JEB Stuart High School and is looking to expand to Annandale High School next year. Participants are taught to analyze issues and develop advocacy skills, while being exposed to motivational speakers from a variety of fields.  They organize activities such as visits to the local Board of Education meetings, County Commission hearings, and the U.S. Capitol to meet with representatives from the U.S. Congressional Hispanic Caucus.
Virginians Organized for Interfaith Community Engagement (VOICE) receives a $40,000 grant from the National CCHD program.  Their goals are to: 
· Increase dedicated local funds for affordable housing and identify public land on which to build affordable housing;
· Decrease the Federal backlog in processing citizenship applications and expand funding for and availability of English as a Second Language services;
· Increase funding for Dental Care Services for low-income persons in NOVA.
To learn more about the Catholic Campaign for Human Development Program in the Diocese of Arlington, including how to apply to serve on the Diocesan Committee, visit http://www.arlingtondiocese.org/offices/catholic_campaign.php or contact Terry Angelotti, CRS/CCHD Coordinator, at 703-841-3839.
