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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· February 9: 
 CLA General Meeting, Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, Lakeridge  



(See page 1 for more information)

· March 1:
Ash Wednesday

· March 4:
Rite of Election, 7:30 PM, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More 

· March 5:
Rite of Election, 2:30 PM, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More

· March 16:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Saint Theresa, Ashburn

· April 16:
Easter Sunday

· May 11:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Sacred Heart, Manassas

· May 30 – June 1:
CLA Retreat, Priestfield, West Virginia

· June 3:
Adult Confirmations, 7:30 PM, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More

· June 4:
Adult Confirmations, 2:30 PM, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More
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CLA NEWS


Catechetical Leaders of Arlington (CLA) General Meeting – February 9, 2006 at Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Lakeridge, Virginia


	Topic: “The Catholic Spiritual Tradition – Dominican and Carmelite Spiritualities”


	Presenters: Fr. Basil Cole, O.P. and Fr. John Riley, Third Order Carmelite


	Schedule:  	9 AM – Mass


			9:30 AM – Coffee


			10 AM – Presentation


			11 AM – Break


			11:10 AM – Presentation


			12:10 PM – Break


			12:20 PM - Lunch


	�





DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


A new year often brings with it new initiatives and new hopes.  This present newsletter is one of these.  I hope to use this newsletter on a bi-monthly basis to share with you items of interest to DREs and catechists, including such things as: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs), a Calendar of Events, opportunities for catechist certification, and other aids to help advance the mission of catechesis in our diocese.


I hope this newsletter will be of interest and service to you.  If you have any announcements, learning opportunities, practical tips to share, or questions that are often asked which you believe that other DREs would benefit from hearing about, please send them to me for inclusion in future issues of this newsletter.  It would be best to email me (� HYPERLINK "mailto:p.deladurantaye@arlingtondiocese.org" ��p.deladurantaye@arlingtondiocese.org�) if you want something included or addressed in an upcoming issue.


Please know of my prayers, gratitude and support for all that you do to foster the work of catechesis.  May God bless you all!    


Rev. Paul F. DeLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy




















Online Seminars 2006


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2006:





Four Pillars of the Catholic Faith, March 6 to April 3, 2006





Mary and the Scripture, May 8 to May 29, 2006





The Catholic Response to the DaVinci Code, May 22 to June 12, 2006





Christian Literature: The Chronicles of Narnia, June 5 to June 26, 2006





Vitalizing the Catechetical Ministry in the U.S., Summer 2006





End of Life Issues, September 25 to October 16, 2006





Sacraments of Communion, November 6 to November 27, 2006





To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.
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The Church on catechesis





“Catechesis is the word used to describe this essential ministry of the Church through which the teachings of Christ have been passed on to believers throughout the ages.  Pope John Paul II in the apostolic exhortation Catechesi Tradendae proposes the following description of the ministry of catechesis: ‘Catechesis is an education in the faith of children, young people, and adults which includes especially the teaching of Christian doctrine imparted, generally speaking, in an organic and systematic way, with a view to initiating the hearers into the fullness of Christian life’ (CT 2)” [U.S. Bishops’ National Catechetical Directory, 1].





“The Baptism of the Lord”





Beloved Lord, how pure Your Heart


To lay Your Godhead down,


Taking up the yoke of a slave,


Taking on the human stain,


Simply to be washed in our stead.





Such lowliness in being loved


Such effacement in the face of Being


Impels the Heart of God to surge down


Break the bonds of sky and air


And robe the Spirit with white wings.





What does the Love in God look like?


Dazzling beyond any white – 


But milder, gentler, softer than the dove.


Sweeter than the wind the Spirit hovers


Purifying the human air that Jesus breathes.





So, urgent and spontaneous, God sings.





© Carol Anne Jones


DRE, St. Theresa, Ashburn


May 31, 2005
































































































































Questions and Answers





The following questions regarding baptism were submitted from one of our RCIA programs:





Question: “We have a student who is to be received into the Church, but he can’t find his baptismal certificate and the Baptist Church he was baptized in can’t produce anything either.  He and his parents remember the baptism – he was 9 or 10.  What can be done to prove his baptism?”





Answer:  Canon 876 of the Code of Canon Law states, “To prove the conferral of baptism, if prejudicial to no one, the declaration of one witness beyond all exception is sufficient or the oath of the one baptized if the person received baptism as an adult.”  Baptism is ordinarily proven by means of a baptismal certificate or a letter from the minister of the church where baptism was celebrated.  If it is not possible to obtain a certificate or letter, however, it is enough to have the testimony of one reliable witness.  In the present case, the parents can write a letter giving as much information as they can (date, place, names of godparents, etc.) and swear that what they have written is the truth.  Since a child over the age of seven is treated as an adult for purposes of baptism, the student himself can also write such a letter.  That will constitute acceptable proof of baptism.





Question:  “When should conditional baptism be administered?”


Answer:  If there is a doubt whether someone was baptized (what the law calls a doubt of fact) or whether the baptism was validly conferred, and the doubt remains after serious investigation, then baptism should be administered conditionally (canon 869 §1; see also canon 845 §2).  Conditional baptism should be administered privately (not publicly), and the reason for doing so should be explained to the persons involved.    
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