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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· October 19:  CLA General Meeting, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, Arlington  



(See page 1 for more information)

· November 7:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Saint Bernadette, Springfield
· November 16:
 CLA Day of Reflection, Benedictine Monastery, Bristow
· December 6:
CLA Christmas Luncheon, Gadsby’s Tavern, Alexandria 

· January 10, 2007:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Sacred Heart, Manassas
· February 14:
CLA General Meeting, Franciscan Monastery, Washington, D.C.
· March 15:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Saint James, Falls Church
· April 21:
CLA General Meeting, Queen of Apostles, Alexandria
· May 29-31:
CLA Retreat, Priestfield, West Virginia
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Announcements

· Mark your calendars!  The Diocesan Catechetical Conference will take place on November 11, 2006 at the Sheraton Premiere in Reston.  Material describing the conference workshops and registration forms will be mailed to all DREs and posted on the diocesan website (www.arlingtondiocese.org/offices/livingfaith)
· Marymount University offers a reduced tuition for DREs who would like to pursue a Master’s Degree.  The degree programs available are: a Master’s in Education (M.Ed.), a Master’s in Pastoral Counseling (M.A.), or the Catholic School Leadership program (M.Ed.).  For further information, please contact:

Sister Patricia Helene Earl, I.H.M., Ph.D. 
Marymount University

2807 North Glebe Road

Arlington, Virginia  22207

(703) 284-1517

patricia.earl@marymount.edu
· A new Master Catechist class has begun!  At present, there are 34 candidates – the largest class to date!  Please keep our new Master Catechist candidates in your prayers.
· We welcome our new DREs and hope that this will be a rewarding time for you.  May God bless you all!
CLA NEWS


Catechetical Leaders of Arlington (CLA) General Meeting – October 19, 2006 at the Cathedral of Saint Thomas More in Arlington, Virginia


	Topic: “From the Rising of the Sun to Its Setting: The Eastern and Western Catholic Churches – A Catechetical and Canonical Look”


Presenters: Very Rev. John Bassarab and Very Rev. Robert Hospodar


	Schedule:  	9:30 AM – Coffee


10:00 AM – Daytime Prayer (Byzantine liturgical tradition)


10:30 AM – Presentation (Catechesis in the Eastern Church)


			11:15 AM – Break


			11:30 AM – Presentation (Canonical Issues between East and West)


			12:30 PM – Lunch


		


	�





DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


We have just celebrated Catechetical Sunday in the United States.  The theme of this year’s celebration was “Who do you say that I am?”  This is not only a question Jeus posed to His disciples; it is also a question He poses to us- who do you and I say that Jesus is?  In fact, this is the most decisive question of all, because everything, including eternal life, hangs on our answer.    


As catechists, we seek to help our students answer that question with the same faith and confidence that Peter did: “You are the Christ.”  Catechesis, as Pope John Paul II reminded us, is the name we give to the whole complex of efforts we make to aid young people to come to know Christ Jesus in the midst of His Church and to profess and live their faith in Him.  Catechesis consists in putting people in touch with, in intimate communion with, Christ so that they may say for themselves, “You are the Messiah, you are the Savior, you are the One Who makes all the difference.”


As you all begin a new program year, please know you are in my prayers.  May God bless you all!    


Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy




















Catechist Formation Opportunities 2006


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2006:





End of Life Issues, September 25 to October 16, 2006





Sacraments of Communion, November 6 to November 27, 2006





To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.





 Other Formation Opportunities: 





The Four Last Things, September 30, Saint James Church, Falls Church, 9 AM to 12 Noon





Peace and Justice Conference, September 30, Saint Francis of Assisi, Triangle, 8:45 AM to 3 PM





Preparing Your Child To Love, October 7, October 14, October 21, Saint Veronica Church, Chantilly, 8:30 AM to 12:30 PM





Diocesan Educational Institute, October 27, Bishop O’Connell High School, Falls Church, 8 AM to 3 PM





Diocesan Catechetical Conference, November 11, Sheraton Reston Hotel, Reston, 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM
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The Church on catechesis





“As the Church embarks upon a new millennium of life in Christ, the power of the Holy Spirit invigorates her universal mission to bear witness to him courageously throughout the whole world.  His promise to accompany his disciples ‘until the end of the age’ (Mt. 28:20) propels our journey in faith, gives us reason for the hope that is in us (cf. 1 Pt. 3:15), and ensures the fulfillment of our mission.  The Jubilee message to ‘open wide the doors to Christ’ and to ‘put out into the deep’ echoes down the next thousand years of Christianity with fresh enthusiasm as a summons to all the faithful to meet Christ” [U.S. Bishops’ National Directory for Catechesis, 72].





“The Tears of the Blessed Mother”





Beneath the cross she still stands weeping


Mother Mary, dearest friend!


Loyalty beyond beseeching


She loved her Son until the end.





Open heart, she took the sword thrust


Felt it though her Son was dead;


Mother Mary willed in God’s trust


To love beyond all human dread.





Loves she still beneath our crosses,


Waiting to embrace our pain:


Each tear a diamond for the losses


Mother Mary turns to our gain.





©Carol Anne Jones, 1998


DRE, St. Theresa, Ashburn








































































































Questions and Answers








Question: “What should be done in the case of a person who is a member of the Eastern Orthodox Church and who now wants to become Catholic?  Is it enough for that person to make a Profession of Faith (since this individual has received all the Sacraments of Initiation)?” 





Answer:  In the situation described above, the long-standing practice of the Church is that baptized non-Catholics entering into full communion with the Catholic Church should retain their own rite and should join the church sui iuris of that same rite.  Thus, Protestant Christians should become members of the Latin-rite Catholic Church; a Greek Orthodox should become a member of the Greek (Melkite) Catholic Church; a Russian Orthodox should become a member of the Russian Catholic Church, etc.  At times it happens that no corresponding Eastern Catholic Church exists in a particular territory (e.g., the Russian Catholic Church has no established hierarchy or parishes in the United States), or it happens that members of the Orthodox Church are more familiar with the rites of the Latin Catholic Church.  In these cases, if a baptized (and confirmed, or chrismated) member of an Orthodox Church wishes to become a Latin-rite Catholic, he or she must apply for a transfer of rite, which requires the permission of the Holy See or of the two Catholic bishops whose jurisdictions overlap.  If you should encounter such a situation, please contact the Office of Catechetics for further information and for the appropriate forms required to transfer from one ritual Church to another.
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