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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· January 24, 2007:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Sacred Heart, Manassas
· January 27:  Deanery V Adult Enrichment Day, Holy Family Catholic Church, Dale City (8:30 AM – 4:30 PM; registration information is available from any of the parishes in Deanery V)

· February 14:
CLA General Meeting, Franciscan Monastery, Washington, D.C.
· February 24 & 25:  Rite of Election, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, Arlington (information and forms are available on the diocesan website and have been mailed to parishes; the Rite on February 24 begins at 7:30 PM, and on February 25 at 2:30 PM).
· March 15:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Saint James, Falls Church
· April 21:
CLA General Meeting, Queen of Apostles, Alexandria
· May 29-31:
CLA Retreat, Priestfield, West Virginia
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CLA NEWS


Members of the Catechetical Leaders of Arlington (CLA) held a Christmas luncheon at Gadsby’s Tavern in Old Town, Alexandria on December 6 (the memorial of Saint Nicholas).  Good food, fellowship and a grand time was had by all!  


Catechetical Leaders of Arlington Executive Board meeting will be held on January 24, 2007 at Sacred Heart Church in Manassas.


Over the next few months, a new CLA web page will be designed and linked to the Arlington Diocesan website.  Look for more information in the near future!
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


As we enter into the Advent Season, we enter at the same time a new year of grace in the life of the Church.  Each Advent, we call to mind the coming of Christ – in history (at Christmas), in the future (at the end of time) and in the present (in prayer, in the sacraments, and above all in the Eucharist that we are privileged to receive at Mass).  These different comings of Christ the Lord invite us to prepare ourselves to receive Him into our lives.


The great figures of Advent – Isaiah the prophet, St. John the Baptist, and Our Blessed Mother herself – show us not only how to prepare for the Lord’s coming, but how to wait in joyful and expectant hope for the salvation God promised to His faithful people.  Especially in the “busy-ness” of this season, let us try to imitate the fidelity and hope of these great saints, and fix our hearts upon the Lord, so that He may find the “rough places” in our lives made smooth and be born in us, as surely as He was born in the manger at Bethlehem.


May you have a blessed Advent, a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!    


Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy




















Catechist Formation Opportunities 2006


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2007:





Our Hearts Are Burning Within Us: The U.S. Bishops’ Plan for Adult Faith Formation, January 22 to February 12, 2007





Four Pillars of the Catholic Faith, February 26 to March 26, 2007





Deus Caritas Est: Pope Benedict’s Encyclical on Christian Love, March 12 to April 2, 2007





The Nuts and Bolts of Catechetical Leadership, April 16 to May 7, 2007





What Catholics Should Know About Islam, April 23 to May 14, 2007





The Prophets and Morality, May 14 to June 4, 2007





Vitalizing the Catechetical Ministry in the United States, June 11 to July 2, 2007





Church Teachings on Stem Cell Research, August 13 to September 3, 2007








To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.
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The Church on catechesis





“Popular piety perceives that it is impossible to celebrate the Lord’s birth except in an atmosphere of sobriety and joyous simplicity and of concern for the poor and marginated.  The expectation of the Lord’s birth makes us sensitive to the value of life and the duties to respect and defend it from conception.  Popular piety intuitively understands that it is not possible coherently to celebrate the birth of him who saves his people from their sins without some effort to overcome sin in one’s own life, while waiting vigilantly for Him who will return at the end of time” [Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, Directory on Popular Piety and the Liturgy, 105].





“In the Bleak Midwinter”





In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan,�Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone;�Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,�In the bleak midwinter, long ago.


Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor earth sustain;�Heaven and earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.�In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed�The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.


Enough for Him, Whom cherubim, worship night and day,�Breastful of milk, and a mangerful of hay;�Enough for Him, Whom angels fall before,�The ox and ass and camel which adore.


Angels and archangels may have gathered there,�Cherubim and seraphim thronged the air;�But His mother only, in her maiden bliss,�Worshipped the beloved with a kiss.


What can I give Him, poor as I am?�If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb;�If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part;�Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart.








Christina Rossetti, 1872


(Written in response to a request from the magazine Scribner’s Monthly for a Christmas poem)































































































Questions and Answers


Question: What is the origin of the carol “The Twelve Days of Christmas”?  





Answer:  This popular Christmas carol, first of all, refers to the twelve days between Christmas (December 25) and the Epiphany (January 6).  In honor of the gifts given by the Magi to the Christ Child, in some cultures it is traditional for people to give small gifts on each of the twelve days of Christmas.  


	Some have believed that the carol itself is a song of Christian instruction dating to the 16th century religious wars in England, with hidden references to the basic teachings of the Faith.  It would be seen as a mnemonic device to teach the catechism to youngsters.  Others have questioned the historical accuracy of the carol’s origin and purpose.  Since there is little “hard evidence” either way, it is possible that the carol is legendary or anecdotal.  On the other hand, there is no substantive proof that “The Twelve Days of Christmas” was not used as a catechetical teaching tool.  


	This uncertainty should not prevent us from using the carol in celebration of Christmas.  Many of the symbols of Christianity were not originally religious, including even the present date of Christmas, but were appropriated from contemporary culture by the Christian Faith as vehicles of worship and proclamation.  Seen in this light, each day and gift of the carol can take on a Christian significance: a partridge in a pear tree = Jesus Christ; two turtle doves = the Old and New Testaments; three French hens = the three theological virtues; four calling birds = the four Gospels; five golden rings = the Pentateuch or Torah (the first five books of the Bible); six geese a-laying = the first six days of Creation; seven swans a-swimming = the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit; eight maids a-milking = the eight Beatitudes; nine ladies dancing = the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit; ten lords a-leaping = the Ten Commandments; eleven pipers piping = the eleven faithful Apostles; and twelve drummers drumming = the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostles’ Creed.
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