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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· April 26: 
 CLA General Meeting, Saint Mary of Sorrows, Fairfax  



(See page 1 for more information)

· May 11:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Sacred Heart, Manassas

· May 14:
Mother’s Day
· May 28:
The Ascension of the Lord 

· May 29:
Memorial Day
· May 30 – June 1:
CLA Retreat, Priestfield, West Virginia

· June 3:
Adult Confirmations, 7:30 PM, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More

· June 4:
Adult Confirmations, 2:30 PM, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More
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Announcements

· Forms for Adult Confirmations on Pentecost weekend (June 3-4, 2006) can be found on the diocesan website (www.arlingtondiocese.org/offices/livingfaith)

· Marymount University offers a reduced tuition for DREs who would like to pursue a Master’s Degree.  The degree programs available are: a Master’s in Education (M.Ed.), a Master’s in Pastoral Counseling (M.A.), or the Catholic School Leadership program (M.Ed.).  For further information, please contact:

Sister Patricia Helene Earl, I.H.M., Ph.D. 
Marymount University

2807 North Glebe Road

Arlington, Virginia  22207

(703) 284-1517

patricia.earl@marymount.edu
CLA NEWS


Catechetical Leaders of Arlington (CLA) General Meeting – April 26, 2006 at Saint Mary of Sorrows Church in Fairfax, Virginia


	Topic: “The Catechetical Documents of the Church”


	Presenter: Fr. Paul deLadurantaye


	Schedule:  	9:15 AM – Mass


			9:45 AM – Coffee


			10 AM – CLA Business 


			10:30 AM – Presentation


			12:00 PM – Daytime Prayer


			12:15 PM – Lunch
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


“What good would life have been to us had Christ not come as our Redeemer?”  Many of us heard these words sung during the proclamation of the Exsultet at the Easter Vigil.  In these words lies the basic proclamation of our Faith: that through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has brought salvation to the world.  This was the fundamental message announced by the Apostles, and it is the same message the Church announces today.  


As catechists, we share in the task of handing on, from one generation to the next, the Faith that saves, the Faith that gives life, the Faith that unites us to the Person of Jesus, crucified and risen, and at the same time unites us to one another in the communion of Christ’s Body, the Church.  This Faith is at the center of all that we do as catechists, and it should be at the center of how we live our lives.


May this Easter Season be a time of renewed appreciation and growth in our Faith, so that the new life of Christ may be reflected more clearly throughout our lives.  May God bless you all!    


Rev. Paul F. DeLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy




















Online Seminars 2006


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2006:








Mary and the Scripture, May 8 to May 29, 2006





The Catholic Response to the DaVinci Code, May 22 to June 12, 2006





Christian Literature: The Chronicles of Narnia, June 5 to June 26, 2006





Vitalizing the Catechetical Ministry in the U.S., Summer 2006





End of Life Issues, September 25 to October 16, 2006





Sacraments of Communion, November 6 to November 27, 2006





To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.
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The Church on catechesis





“Jesus formed his disciples by making known to them the various dimensions of the Kingdom of God.  He entrusted to them ‘the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven’ (Mt. 13:11); he taught them how to pray (cf. Lk. 11:2); he opened his ‘meek and humble heart’ to them (Mt. 11:29); and he sent them ‘ahead of him in pairs to every town and place he intended to visit’ (Lk. 10:1).  The fundamental task of catechesis is to achieve this same objective: the formation of disciples of Jesus Christ” [U.S. Bishops’ National Directory for Catechesis, 20].





“A Mother’s Watch over Her Sleeping Child”


All the little particulars


That bind my heart to you - 


The curl of your cheek


Plump with pink health,


The curve of your eyelid,


Draping in dreams your clear blue eyes,


Your short puffs of breath


Sweetening the infant air –


Like an aura my love surrounds you


As you glow with life


Even in this quiet time of rest – especially


then





At this moment, how I do yearn


To hold your newness forever near


Never to forget your first becoming


Blushing like dawn across my horizon


Filling the rooms of my heart with wonder





And now I do bow my head in awe


Knowing, for this moment, His watch:


He who holds us like children in His Heart,


Loving us each one like this new babe


With a love that consecrates us to Him


In sheer simplicity of purpose:


	Knowing us as intimately 


As a mother knows her sleeping child,


He loves us just because we are.





©Carol Anne Jones, 1989


DRE, St. Theresa, Ashburn








































































































Questions and Answers





The following question was submitted from one of our DREs:





Question: “We have two sisters that are signed up for CCD.  One is 8 years old (2nd grade) and unbaptized.  The other is 10 years old (5th grade) and baptized but has not yet received first Holy Communion.  In addition to Baptism and first Holy Communion, are we supposed to confirm the 8 year old?  What about her older sister?  It’s awkward to give the younger sister all the Sacraments of Initiation while we withhold Confirmation from the older one.”





Answer:  Since the younger sister is unbaptized and is of catechetical age, she should, at the time of her baptism, also receive Confirmation and First Communion.  The priest who baptizes her does not need any further permission from the bishop to administer Confirmation, since the law itself gives him that faculty.  If the older sister was baptized in a non-Catholic church, then at the time of her reception into the Catholic Church, she should receive both Confirmation and First Communion (preceded by First Penance).  Again, the priest who receives her into the Church does not need the bishop’s permission to administer Confirmation, since the law itself gives him that faculty in the case of a baptized non-Catholic Christian who is received into full communion with the Church.  If the older sister was baptized Catholic, however, but subsequently never catechized, then two options become available.  One would be to confirm her (assuming she is prepared adequately) and give her First Communion (preceded by First Penance) for the sake of maintaining family harmony.  In this case, the priest who confirms would need permission from the bishop to do so.  The second option would be simply to have her receive First Penance and First Communion, and then she could be confirmed with other children when she reaches 8th grade at the parish’s celebration of Confirmation.
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