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2007 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· August 22, 2007:
DRE Orientation Day, 80 N. Glebe Road, Arlington (9 AM to 2 PM)

· September 16, 2007:
Catechetical Sunday (Theme: Catechesis: Encountering  the Living Christ)

· September 27, 2007:  DRE Respite Luncheon, Dante’s Restaurant, Tyson’s Corner (12 Noon)
· October 11, 2007:
CLA Executive Board Meeting (St. Andrew)

· October 13, 2007:
Diocesan Pilgrimage to the Basilica of the National Shrine (9 AM to 3 PM); Theme: Our Lady of Fatima, Open Our Hearts to Christ
· October 18, 2007:
CLA General Meeting, Queen of Apostles, Alexandria (9 AM to 1 PM); Theme: A Catechist Encounter with the Living Christ through the Eyes of Pope Benedict XVI                                  
· October 24, 2007:
“God, Sex and the Meaning of Life,” A Talk by Christopher West (St. Veronica, 6:30 PM to 8:30 PM)
· November 17, 2007:  
Diocesan Catechetical Conference, Sheraton Reston (8:30 AM to 4:30 PM); Theme: Catechesis: Encountering the Living Christ
· November 29, 2007:
CLA Day of Reflection, Location TBA
· December 6, 2007:
CLA Christmas Luncheon, Gadsby’s Tavern
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CLA NEWS


Congratulations to the new Catechetical Leaders of Arlington (CLA) Executive Board, elected last May by the CLA membership.  The Executive Board is composed of: Delores Nelson, President (St. Andrew); Mike Sirotniak, Vice President (St. Andrew); Sue Reilly, Secretary (Queen of Apostles); Sally Girardi, Treasurer (Our Lady of Hope); Deanery I Representative – Vacant; Deanery II Representative – Vacant; Deanery III Representative – Vacant; Deanery IV Representative – Onalee McGraw (S.> John, Front Royal); Deanery V Representative – Joanne Warren (St. Matthew); Deanery VI Representative – Carol Krieger (St. Veronica); NCCL Representative – Maureen Roan (St. Thomas a Becket); Parliamentarian – Carol Jones (St. Theresa); Carol Mournighan, Past President (St. Luke)
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


It’s hard to believe that we are at the beginning of a new catechetical year, a new time of grace for ourselves and for our students.  I want to take this opportunity to welcome all of you, both our veteran DREs and our new DREs (some new to their parishes, others new to the diocese).  I hope that this upcoming catechetical year will be a good one for all of you, as together we strive to help others enter into a deep, vital and intimate communion with the Lord Jesus.


This year, there are many opportunities for growth in our love for the Lord and His Church, as well as many opportunities for furthering our own formation.  This edition of the Catechetics Newsletter contains a calendar of events that will be offered by the diocesan office in conjunction with the CLA (the Catechetical Leaders of Arlington), which is the official diocesan association of parish Directors of Religious Education.  I hope you will take advantage of these events and try to attend our meetings and in-service days.


May you have a blessed catechetical year, and may God richly reward your generous service and devotion.


Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy




















Catechist Formation Opportunities 2007


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2007:





Contemporary Bioethics and Catholicism, August 6 to August 27, 2007





The Gospel of Saint John, September 24 to October 15, 2007





Developing a Total Catechetical Plan, November 5 to November 26, 2007








To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.











�








The Church on catechesis





“The Christian faith is, above all, conversion to Jesus Christ, full and sincere adherence to his person and the decision to walk in his footsteps.  Faith is a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, making of oneself a disciple of him.  This demands a permanent commitment to think like him, to judge like him and to live as he lived.  In this way the believer unites himself to the community of disciples and appropriates the faith of the Church.  This ‘Yes’ to Jesus Christ, who is the fullness of the revelation of the Father, is twofold: a trustful abandonment to God and a loving assent to all that he has revealed to us” [Congregation for the Clergy, General Directory for Catechesis, 53-54].
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