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2007-2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· November 29, 2007:
CLA Day of Prayer, Saint John the Baptist, Front Royal (9:30 AM to 2 PM)

· December 6, 2007:
CLA Christmas Luncheon, Gadsby’s Tavern, 138 N. Royal Street, Alexandria 




(12 Noon)
· January 10, 2008: 
 CLA Executive Board Meeting (Saint Theresa, Ashburn)
· January 26, 2008:
CLA and Office of Sacred Liturgy Presentation: Encountering the Living

Christ through the Liturgy, Queen of Apostles, Alexandria (9 AM to 12 Noon)
· February 9, 2008:
Rite of Election, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More (7:30 PM)

· February 10, 2008:
Rite of Election, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More (2:30 PM)                                  
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News and Notes

· December 8 is the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception.  The Bishops of the United States placed our nation under the protection and patronage of Mary, under her title of the Immaculate Conception.  Therefore, December 8 is always celebrated as a Holy Day of Obligation, no matter on what day of the week it occurs.
♦♦♦
· January 1, 2008 is the Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God.  Because January 1 occurs on a Tuesday, it too is a Holy Day of Obligation this coming year.
♦♦♦
· The Arlington diocesan website will be undergoing a facelift and redesign over the next few months, with a launch date sometime in January; watch for a more user-friendly and better-designed page for the Office of Catechetics! 
♦♦♦
· Please make sure that the Office of Catechetics is kept informed of any changes to the personnel in your parish religious education programs (i.e., new DREs, Coordinators, etc.).  We want to keep all our information as up-to-date as possible.  If there are any changes, please send them to Karen Buentello at the Office of Catechetics (200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 503, Arlington, VA  22203; k.buentello@arlingtondiocese.org; 703-841-2554 or 703-524-8670 [fax]).
CLA NEWS


On Thursday, November 29, the Catechetical Leaders of Arlington will host a Day of Prayer and Reflection at Saint John the Baptist Church in Front Royal, Virginia.  The schedule of the day is as follows:


9:30-10:00 a.m. – Arrival and Refreshments (Parish Hall)


10:00-10:15 a.m. – Morning Prayer (Church)


10:15-11:00 a.m. – Opening Conference by Fr. Christopher


Pollard 


11:00-11:30 a.m. – Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and


Confessions; time for personal prayer


11:30 a.m. – Recitation of the Rosary 


11:50 a.m. – Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 


12:00 Noon – Holy Mass


12:30–1:30 p.m. – Lunch (Parish Hall)


1:30-2:00 p.m. – Closing Conference by Fr. Pollard  


2:00 p.m. – Blessing & Dismissal by Fr. Pollard 
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


With Thanksgiving Day arriving, and the beginning of a new liturgical year just a few weeks away, it’s time to reflect on our blessings and express our gratitude.  First, we give thanks to God, from whose hands comes all that we have and all that we are.  Most especially, we give thanks for the gift of His Son, Jesus, born in the humble circumstances of the manger at Bethlehem in order that, through His humility, we might be raised up to glory.


We give thanks, too, for the opportunity to help our students and young people encounter the living Christ.  One such opportunity was the recently-concluded Diocesan Catechetical Conference.  I am grateful to all who helped prepare for the Conference, to our workshop presenters, and to all who attended.  The comments I heard were very positive, and I hope that this annual Conference will continue to grow and be a source of ongoing formation in our Catholic Faith, so that we can become better catechists and witnesses to Christ.


May you have a blessed Thanksgiving!


Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy




















Catechist Formation Opportunities 2007


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2008:





The True Story of the Crusades, January 21 to February 11, 2008





Current Issues in Bio-Medical Ethics: The Catholic Approach, February 11 to March 3





Jesus of Nazareth: Pope Benedict Contemplates the Face of Jesus Christ, March 3 to March 25





Catechetical Leadership: Nuts and Bolts, April 7 to April 28





Immigration, War and Peace, and Wealth and Poverty: Catholic Approach to Current Social Issues, April 14 to May 5





Introduction to Genesis, May 12 to June 2





Letters of Saint Paul, June 9 to June 30





Classics in Prayer and the Spiritual Life, June 16 to July 7





End of Life Issues, July 7 to July 28








To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.
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The Church on catechesis





“Christians should be aware that they are not following a character from past history, but the living Christ, present in the today and the now of their lives.  He is the living one who walks alongside us, revealing to us the meaning of events, of suffering and death, of rejoicing and feasting, entering our homes and remaining there, feeding us with the bread that gives life.  The encounter with Christ in the Eucharist calls forth a commitment to evangelization and an impulse towards solidarity; it awakens in the Christian a strong desire to proclaim the Gospel and to bear witness to it in the world so as to build a more just and humane society” [Pope Benedict XVI, “Address to the Bishops of Brazil,” May 11, 2007].
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