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Where We AreWhere We Are

All our Catholic high schools are conveniently 
located and easily accessible.  Several schools 
offer transportation assistance, including to and 
from military bases.

Call today to schedule a visit, so you can see 
first-hand exactly why Catholic schools are the 
driving force behind the future of education.

The “key” to greatness &

The Roadmap to Success
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Dear Parent,

As this school year comes to a close, I am sure your child is looking 
forward to 8th grade and the exciting high school years that lie 
ahead. Very soon, the important decision of which high school 
to attend will be made. In doing so, I invite you to consider our 
diocesan Catholic high schools.

Each diocesan high school is accredited and provides a quality, 
challenging academic education enhanced by a variety of dynamic 
and innovative programs. Our graduates are well-rounded and 
prepared for young adulthood.  Upon graduation, 99% of our 
students pursue higher education, many attending prestigious 
institutions such as Harvard, Notre Dame, Georgetown, the Catholic 
University of America, the University of Virginia, Virginia Tech, 
and the military academies.  

Most importantly, our Catholic high schools allow students to grow 
spiritually in the Catholic faith. As Pope Benedict XVI said during 
his 2008 visit to Washington, “Every Catholic educational institution 
is a place to encounter the living God who, in Jesus Christ, reveals 
His transforming love and truth.” These words of our Holy Father 
ring resoundingly true of our diocesan Catholic high schools.

You will note from the enclosed Guide to Catholic High Schools 
that each school has its own special characteristics. I encourage 
you and your child to visit these schools and see the difference a 
Catholic education can make. Our Catholic high school principals 
and admissions personnel welcome the opportunity to meet with 
you. For more information, do not hesitate to call the schools or 
visit their websites. Be sure to check the dates of the schools’ fall 
Open Houses and explore the school’s financial aid and scholarship 
programs.

On behalf of all of the principals, thank you for considering our 
diocesan Catholic high schools!

Sincerely,

Sister Bernadette McManigal, B.V.M.
Superintendent of Schools

Diocese of Arlington
The Chancery

SUITE 503
200 NORTH GLEBE ROAD

ARLINGTON, VIRGINIA 22203
TEL: (703) 841-2519     FAX: (703) 524-8670Office of Catholic Schools



Welcome to the Guide to Catholic High Schools!
Dear Student,

Your high school years promise to be filled with great teachers and friends, sports and activities, laughter and fun. There will be opportunities for prayer and ser-vice, and of course hours of study and hard work. These years will be some of the most memorable of your life. 
This Guide to Catholic High Schools will help you begin the process of choosing your high school. You will find a brief profile of each school, and this will allow you to see what makes each school unique. But do not stop with this guide. Visit the high schools’ websites. They are rich with information. Also, when you are on the web-sites, be sure to look for fall Open House dates. There is nothing more valuable to selecting a school than learn-ing first hand about a school’s teachers, courses, and programs.

It is my hope this guide will aid you in choosing the best high school to unlock your future.
Sincerely,

Sister Bernadette McManigal, B.V.M.Superintendent of Schools



The Diocesan Tuition Grant Program provides financial assistance to 
families attending Diocesan Catholic schools.*   The program receives 
$1.75 million annually from parishes and the Rooted in Faith – Forward 
in Hope endowment. 

Application forms are submitted to FACTS Management Company. 
FACTS is a Nebraska-based company contracted by the Diocese of 
Arlington to provide a confidential and objective financial analysis in 
determining a family’s ability to pay for Catholic school education.

Applicants in Kindergarten through Grade 12 (Pre-K is not eligible) must 
satisfy all of the criteria described below:

•	Student is a baptized Catholic or convert officially received into the Church; 
•	 Family resides within the Diocese of Arlington boundaries; 
•	 Family is a registered and active member of a parish in the Diocese of 

Arlington or a military base parish; 
•	 Student attends or has been accepted by a Diocesan Catholic school. 

Questions?  Please contact Mary Manilla-Smith at 703.841.2551 or 
m.manilla-smith@arlingtondiocese.org.

Please know of our appreciation for your continued commitment to provide 
a Catholic education for your children.

“The program receives over $1.75 million annually
from our parishes...”

Diocesan Tuition Grant Program

WARNING: Attending a Catholic high school 
could result in good grades and exceptional 
future employment.  Only consider choosing 
this sort of education if you wish to succeed.
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Your combination is: Use thisfor help!

*Students of private Catholic schools associated with the Diocese of Arlington are ineligible.

Catholic Diocese of Arlington



As reported by the College Board for 2008.

According to Our Books...

We’ve got the top locker!
# 1

Verbal Math Writing TOTAL
Diocese of  Arlington 575 567 574 1716

Arlington County 543 531 547 1621
City of Alexandria 496 493 493 1482
City of Falls Church 586 587 564 1737

Fairfax County 547 565 542 1654
Loudoun County 522 527 511 1560
Fauquier County 516 509 490 1515

Prince William County 501 500 487 1488
Spotsylvania County 509 487 490 1486

Stafford County 513 509 488 1510
State Average 511 512 499 1522

National Average 502 515 494 1511

Catholic Schools
Diocese of Arlington

SAT Scores

Excellent work!

A+



Bishop Ireton



Be who you are, and be that well.
- St. Francis de Sales -

A Community Rooted in the Spiritual •	
Tradition of St. Francis de Sales

Enriched by Our Continuing Association •	
with the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales

College Prep Curriculum•	

AP and Honors Courses in All Disciplines•	

Academic Enrichment Program•	

41 Interscholastic Athletic Teams•	

35 Co-curricular Activities•	

201 Cambridge Road
Alexandria, VA 22314

703.751.7606
703.212.8173 (fax)
www.bishopireton.org

hamerp@bishopireton.org

Bishop Ireton High School
Alexandria, VA

Mr. Timothy Hamer
Principal

Mr. Peter Hamer
Admissions Director

Co-ed 

“Bishop Ireton is a place where I have been challenged to see things 
from other points of view, to make good choices, and to be true to 
myself.  Here I have made so many lasting friendships and have had 
great teachers, who truly know and care about their students.”

- Colleen O’Connor, Junior -



Bishop Denis J. O’Connell



Education is integral to the mission of the Church to proclaim the 
Good News.  First and foremost every Catholic educational institution 
is a place to encounter the living God who in Jesus Christ reveals his 
transforming love and truth.

- Pope Benedict XVI -

Big Opportunities, Small Class Sizes•	

26 Advanced Placement and 35 Honors Courses•	

Outstanding Music and Performing Arts Programs•	

Muller Academic Services Program•	

60+ Clubs and Organizations•	

50+ Athletic Teams•	

Fun and Interesting Service Projects•	

Bishop Denis J. O’Connell High School
Arlington, VA

Mr. Barry Breen
President

Dr. Joseph Vorbach, III
Principal

Mrs. Mary McAlevy
Director of Admissions

6600 Little Falls Road
Arlington, VA 22213

703.237.1433
703.241.9066 (fax)

www.bishopoconnell.org
mmcalevy@bishopoconnell.org

Co-ed

At a Catholic school, I am always surrounded by people who care about each 
individual student.  It benefits my school and social life at Bishop O’Connell 
because I know that someone is always there for me.

- Caroline Hollis, Freshman -



John Paul the Great



I was very interested in finding a school that would put some emphasis on 
sciences and sports, and one that would have a challenging religious curriculum. 
At the same time, I was looking for a place with a friendly environment that 
would encourage students to share ideas. I found it. Pope John Paul the Great 
is the perfect fit for me. 

- Chris Afcha, Freshman -

Catholic schools must seek not only to impart a quality education 
from the technical and professional standpoint, but also and above all 
provide for the integral formation of the human person.

- Pope John Paul II -

Spiritual and Academic Leadership of the •	
Dominican Sisters

College Prep Curriculum, AP and Honors Courses•	

Integrated Bioethics Program•	

State-of-the-Art Classroom and Athletic Facilities•	

Academic Support Services•	

Competitive Interscholastic Athletic Program with •	
Several Co-curricular Activities and Clubs

Special Education: The •	 Options Program

17700 Dominican Drive
Dumfries, VA 22026

703.445.0300
703.445.0301 (fax)
www.jpthegreat.org

admissions@jpthegreat.org

Pope John Paul the Great
Catholic High School

Dumfries, VA

Sr. Mary Jordan Hoover, OP
Principal

Ms. Jennifer Cole
Director of Admissions and Marketing

Co-ed



Paul VI



Do ordinary things extraordinarily well.
- St. Francis de Sales -

College Prep, AP, and Honors Courses as well •	
as 128 Diverse Elective in All Subjects

50 Interscholastic Athletic Teams and •	
Intramurals Program

Award-Winning Fine Arts Program•	

50 Unique Clubs and Activities, including		 •	
4 Student-Run Publications

440 National Merit Semifinalists and •	
Commended Scholars

ACE and DeSales Programs Available for •	
Academic Support 

Inclusive •	 Options Program for Intellectually-
Disabled Students

“I enjoy going to Paul VI because there’s so many opportunities to come 
together with other members of the school and work, celebrate, learn and 
grow as family.” 

- Stefanie Mueller, Junior -

10675 Fairfax Boulevard
Fairfax, VA 22030

703.352.0925
703.273.9845 (fax)

www.paulvi.net
ehanley@paulvi.net

Paul VI Catholic High School
Fairfax, VA

Mrs. Virginia Colwell
Principal

Mrs. Eileen Hanley
Assistant Principal &

Director of Admissions and Student Life

Co-ed



Oakcrest



Oakcrest athletics offer me a lot of opportunities to compete in the sports I 
love!  In the fall I play volleyball, in the winter I’m on the swim team, this year 
our team won the Potomac Valley Athletic Conference Championship and in 
the spring I play softball. I really enjoy being a part of a team because I can 
see the progress I have made since last year and I have developed friendships 
with Oakcrest girls who are in different grades. 

- Alex Gadiano, Freshman -

Liberal Arts/College Preparatory Curriculum•	

AP Classes and 5 Honor Societies•	

Character Education•	

One-to-One Advising•	

16 Interscholastic Sports Teams•	

Fine Arts•	

Service Program•	

Veritas•	  Award, 4-Year Merit Scholarship for 
Students Entering 9th Grade

Oakcrest School
McLean, VA

Ms. Ellen M. Cavanagh
Head of School

Ms. Holly Hartge
Director of Admissions

850 Balls Hill Road
McLean, VA 22101

703.790.5450
703.790.5380 (fax)
www.oakcrest.org

admissions@oakcrest.org

Girls

“My fifth period Chorus class is always so much fun! This is my only class that 
combines students from 9th to 12th grades to sing as one choir. I love seeing 
my friends from the other grades and I always enjoy hearing all our voices 
harmonize together.”

- Grace Tatlonghari, Senior -




