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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· April 10, 2008: 
CLA General Meeting (Saint Timothy, Chantilly)
· April 15 – 18, 2008:
Pope Benedict XVI’s Pastoral Visit to Washington, D.C.

· April 17, 2008:
Papal Mass at Washington Nationals’ Stadium

· May 10, 2008:

Adult Confirmations (Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, Arlington)

· May 11, 2008:

Adult Confirmations (Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, Arlington)

· May 27 – 29, 2008:
CLA Annual Retreat, Priestfield Retreat Center, West Virginia
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News and Notes

· The Arlington diocesan website has undergone a facelift and the redesign has now been launched!  Please take a look at the newly redesigned website and the catechetics pages.  You can find them under the main heading of “Education” on the top menu on the homepage.   
· Please make sure that the Office of Catechetics is kept informed of any changes to the personnel in your parish religious education programs (i.e., new DREs, Coordinators, etc.).  We want to keep all our information as up-to-date as possible.  If there are any changes, please send them to Karen Buentello at the Office of Catechetics (200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 503, Arlington, VA  22203; k.buentello@arlingtondiocese.org; 703-841-2554 or 703-524-8670 [fax]).
· The CLA Executive Board has finished its revision of the CLA By-Laws.  We will present the revised By-Laws at the April CLA General Meeting, following which the membership will be asked to approve the new set of By-Laws by a vote.  A two-thirds majority will be needed for approval.
· Adult Confirmations on Pentecost weekend (May 10-11, 2008) are approaching; if there are any adults, previously baptized Catholic but never confirmed, in your parishes, please be sure to send them to the Cathedral for the conferral of the Sacrament of Confirmation by Bishop Loverde.  Registration forms for Adult Confirmations have been sent out; if you need more forms, please contact the Office of Catechetics.
CLA NEWS


On Thursday, April 10, the Catechetical Leaders of Arlington invite you to participate in the CLA General Meeting, to be held at Saint Timothy parish in Chantilly.  The meeting will be devoted to the topic of Encountering the Living Christ: Healing the Divide between Faith and Life from the Classroom to the Home.  The schedule of the day is as follows:


9:00 a.m. – Mass celebrated at the parish


9:30 a.m. – Continental Breakfast 


10:00 a.m. – Business Meeting: Presentation of new CLA


By-laws 


10:15 a.m. – Presentation by Fr. Edward Hathaway, Pastor,


Saint Veronica


11:15 a.m. – Presentation by Colette Lienhard, Director,


Catholic Education Center


12:15 p.m. – Q & A, Closing Prayer


12:30 p.m. – Lunch
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DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Alleluia!  The Lord is truly risen, alleluia!  In this joyful season of Easter, we rejoice in the resurrection of the Lord, the great event that, together with His death on the Cross, won for us the gift of new life.  We rejoice, too, in the fact that our Mother, the Church, has given birth to new children through the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and the Holy Eucharist.  We also rejoice in the upcoming pastoral visit of our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, to Washington and New York in just a few short weeks.


Yes, there is much to be joyful about and thankful for in these days.  In the midst of our joy, however, the mission of catechesis continues on.  We strive to lead others to a deeper knowledge and love of the Lord and of His Church, the sign and instrument of communion between God and humanity.  As part of this mission, the Executive Board of the Catechetical Leaders of Arlington, our professional DRE association, has revised the CLA By-laws.  A copy will be sent to all members following the April 10 CLA General Meeting.  The revised By-laws will need to be approved by the membership, and they will help to govern CLA for the future.  Look for more information after April 10! 


Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy

















Catechist Formation Opportunities 2008


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2008:








Catechetical Leadership: Nuts and Bolts, April 7 to April 28





Immigration, War and Peace, and Wealth and Poverty: Catholic Approach to Current Social Issues, April 14 to May 5





Introduction to Genesis, May 12 to June 2





Letters of Saint Paul, June 9 to June 30





Classics in Prayer and the Spiritual Life, June 16 to July 7





End of Life Issues, July 7 to July 28








To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.
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The Church on catechesis





“To begin with, it is clear that, when carrying out her mission of giving catechesis, the Church – and also every individual Christian devoting himself to that mission within the Church and in her name – must be very much aware of acting as a living, pliant instrument of the Holy Spirit.  To invoke this Spirit constantly, to be in communion with Him, to endeavor to know His authentic inspirations must be the attitude of the teaching Church and of every catechist.” [Pope John Paul II, Catechesi Tradendae, #72]
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