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2008 CALENDAR OF EVENTS
· January 10, 2008: 
 CLA Executive Board Meeting (Saint Theresa, Ashburn)
· January 26, 2008:
CLA and Office of Sacred Liturgy Presentation: Encountering the Living

Christ through the Liturgy, Queen of Apostles, Alexandria (9 AM to 12 Noon)
· February 7, 2008:
CLA Executive Board Meeting, Office of Catechetics, Arlington
· February 9, 2008:
Rite of Election, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More (7:30 PM)

· February 10, 2008:
Rite of Election, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More (2:30 PM)
· February 21, 2008:
CLA General Meeting: Helping Students Encounter the Living Christ in their
Moral and Social Lives, Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, Arlington (9:30 AM to 12 Noon)

· March 6, 2008: 
CLA Executive Board Meeting (Saint Catherine of Siena, Great Falls)
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News and Notes

· The Arlington diocesan website will be undergoing a facelift and redesign over the next few months; watch for a more user-friendly and better-designed page for the Office of Catechetics! 
♦♦♦
· Please make sure that the Office of Catechetics is kept informed of any changes to the personnel in your parish religious education programs (i.e., new DREs, Coordinators, etc.).  We want to keep all our information as up-to-date as possible.  If there are any changes, please send them to Karen Buentello at the Office of Catechetics (200 N. Glebe Road, Suite 503, Arlington, VA  22203; k.buentello@arlingtondiocese.org; 703-841-2554 or 703-524-8670 [fax]).
♦♦♦

· The CLA Executive Board is working on a revision of the CLA By-Laws.  We hope to present the revised By-Laws at the April CLA General Meeting, following which the membership will be asked to approve the new set of By-Laws by a vote.  A two-thirds majority will be needed for approval.
CLA NEWS


On Thursday, February 21, the Catechetical Leaders of Arlington invite you to participate in the CLA General Meeting, to be held in Burke Hall of the Cathedral of Saint Thomas More, Arlington.  The meeting will be devoted to the topic of Helping Students Encounter the Living Christ in their Moral and Social Lives.  The schedule of the day is as follows:


8:15 a.m. – Mass celebrated at the Cathedral


9:30 a.m. – Continental Breakfast (Burke Hall)


10:00 a.m. – Presentation by Fr. Geronimo Magat, Parochial


Vicar, Our Lady of Lourdes Church 


11:15 a.m. – Presentation by Sr. Clare Hunter, F.S.E.,


Director, Respect Life Office, Diocese of Arlington


12:00 Noon – Q & A, Closing Prayer


12:05 p.m. – Mass celebrated at the Cathedral


  





	�











DIRECTOR’S CORNER


Dear Friends in Christ,


Together with the Church throughout the world, we have entered into the season of Lent, a time of renewed and intensified prayer, penance and works of charity.  In his homily on Ash Wednesday, Pope Benedict XVI reminds us that Lent is “a providential occasion for making our hope more vibrant and firm.”  Our hope is rooted in the saving death and resurrection of the Lord, in the power of His Cross, which presents us not only with the grave consequences of sin, but even more, reveals to us the tremendous depths of the unconditional and infinite love of God.


During the Lenten season, we pray, too, not only for our own deeper conversion to Christ Jesus, but also for those among us preparing for the reception of Baptism, Confirmation and the Eucharist, as well as all those persons previously baptized who seek full communion with the Catholic Church.  May these days of Lent be a graced opportunity for us all to turn away from sin and be ever more faithful to the Gospel, that we may rise with Christ and share in His victory!


Rev. Paul F. deLadurantaye, S.T.D.


Director of Religious Education & Sacred Liturgy

















Catechist Formation Opportunities 2008


Online Seminars, offered by The Catholic Distance University and sponsored by the Diocese of Arlington, are an easy and excellent way for catechists to earn hours towards certification from the comfort of their own homes.  The following seminars will be offered in 2008:








Current Issues in Bio-Medical Ethics: The Catholic Approach, February 11 to March 3





Jesus of Nazareth: Pope Benedict Contemplates the Face of Jesus Christ, March 3 to March 25





Catechetical Leadership: Nuts and Bolts, April 7 to April 28





Immigration, War and Peace, and Wealth and Poverty: Catholic Approach to Current Social Issues, April 14 to May 5





Introduction to Genesis, May 12 to June 2





Letters of Saint Paul, June 9 to June 30





Classics in Prayer and the Spiritual Life, June 16 to July 7





End of Life Issues, July 7 to July 28








To register for the online seminars, please visit CDU’s website (� HYPERLINK "http://www.cdu.edu" ��www.cdu.edu�) and follow the links.
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The Church on catechesis





“The catechist is essentially a mediator.  He facilitates communication between the people and the mystery of God, between subjects amongst themselves, as well as with the community.  For this reason, his cultural vision, social condition and lifestyle must not be obstacles to the journey of faith.  Rather, these help to create the most advantageous conditions for seeking out, welcoming and deepening the Christian message.  He does not forget that belief is a fruit of grace and liberty.  Thus, he ensures that his activities always draw support from faith in the Holy Spirit and from prayer” [Congregation for the Clergy, General Directory for Catechesis, #156].
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