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The online edition of the New York Post ran an article in its business section on January 9 of this year reporting that Columbia House, the company that brings you “12 CDs for a penny,” is now going into the adult video business. Yes, a major company is planning to offer pornography to the general public at cut-rate prices. The article reports that adult video rentals and sales total approximately five million dollars a year, and further estimates that pornography generates about 12 billion dollars a year.

Since there is no centralization on the Internet, it is virtually impossible to know exact numbers as to how widespread the porn problem is. At a given time, no one knows just how many porn sites there are and what their revenue is. What we do know, technologically, is that any picture or sound can be digitized. This is how the Internet works. Pictures and sound are converted to numbers and sent over phone lines, or cable to a personal computer which turns those numbers back to pictures and sound. This presents an interesting problem.


In looking at the scope of the pornography problem, estimates are based on established porn sites and the numbers generated by their owners. However, pornographic images are also spread by newsgroups and peer-to-peer file-sharing programs. Some estimate that the majority of porn images traded on the Internet are not from web sites, but are privately traded through newsgroups. Peer-to-peer file-sharing programs are the same programs which are used to download music illegally. The same phenomenon which has the recording industry in an uproar now has Hollywood in a spin. New, more advanced programs are available for free on the Internet that are capable of downloading movies – huge files by personal computer standards – in a short period of time. Again, there is no central site checking who is downloading what. Moves are shared among personal computer owners with the right software.


Pornography seems to attach itself like a virus to all communications technology. For example, there are reports of pornographic movies being played on video screens in mini-vans while people are driving to work. Pornographic images have reportedly been transmitted by cell phones. It is all around, easy to access, and the industry is booming.

