
World Day Of Prayer for Consecrated Life

What is the World Day for 
Consecrated Life?
It is an annual celebration to 
highlight men and women who 
have made a special consecration 
in the Catholic Church.

How did the celebration begin?
The Church in Rome has celebrated 
consecrated life on February 2, the 
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, 
for many  years.  The Holy Father 
celebrates Mass in the Basilica of St. 
Peter  on this feast day. Consecrated 
persons carry candles in the 
entrance procession, serve as lectors, 
and bring the bread and wine in the 
offertory procession. In 1997, Pope 
John Paul II called for consecrated 
life to be promoted throughout the 
universal Church and declared 
February 2 to be observed as World 
Day for Consecrated Life.

When is it celebrated in the 
United States?
The celebration is on February 2. If 
February 2 is a Saturday or Sunday, 
or on the weekend following Febru-
ary 2 in order to allow more people 
to celebrate it in their parishes.  
World Day of Prayer for Consecrated 
Life is celebrated this year on 
Sunday, February 7th 

What are the purposes of the 
World Day for Consecrated Life?
In his message for the first World Day 
for Consecrated Life, the pope said 
the day offers the opportunity to 
thank God for the gift of consecrated 
life,  to promote knowledge of the 
life, to invite consecrated people to 
celebrate what the Lord has accom-
plished in them, and to acquire more 
awareness of their mission in the 
Church and in the world.

February 7, 2010

Heavenly Father,we pray with gratitude for all the men and women religious �o serve God’s people in the Diocese of Arlington and ask that  all those now being called to follow the Lord in consecrated poverty, chastity and obedience will respond faithfully to Your love and choice of them.  Amen.

The Presentation of the Lord by Fra Angelico


