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Concerns remain from 
neighboring organiza-
tion ASCD 
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

The planned West End el-
ementary school at 1701 and 
1705 N. Beauregard St. passed 
its biggest hurdle at a public 
hearing on Saturday when 
city council unanimously ap-
proved its development spe-
cial use permit.

The approval means 
construction can begin on  
transforming the vacant of-
fice building into a school that 

Council 
approves 
West End 
school 

SEE WEST END         | 6

A stroll through art
PHOTO/TINA GEHRING

A woman walks through the display of Eugene Perry’s sculpture installation  
during the 15th Annual Alexandria Art Festival on Sept. 17. 
The art festival was held last weekend and drew more than 220 artists to Old  
Town. Located on King Street from Washington to Union streets, the festival gave  
visitors the opportunity to meet the artisans and to make one-of-a-kind purchases.  
The Alexandria Times also participated in the art festival by inviting young  
artists to vist the Times table and draw with our staff. To view a selection of those 
drawings, please see page 14. 

Twelve city schools gain full accreditation

Bishop 
Ireton  
expansion 
approved

Jefferson-Houston 
denied for the sixth 
consecutive year
BY MISSY SCHROTT  
AND DENISE DUNBAR

Twelve of the 16 Alex-
andria City Public Schools, 
or 75 percent, received 

full accreditation for the 
2017-18 school year. This 
is slightly below the state-
wide average of 86 percent 
being fully accredited.

Jefferson-Houston was 
denied accreditation for 
the sixth consecutive year. 
Only one school in Virgin-

ia — Vernon Johns Middle 
School in Petersburg — has 
been without accreditation 
longer.

Despite being denied ac-
creditation, Jefferson-Hous-
ton has made considerable 
improvement in its Stan-
dards of Learning test scores 

during the past four years. 
Last year, it surpassed the 
state benchmark in history, 
but fell three points short in 
science and was four points 
low in math.

“The news for us, in 
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City council reverses 
planning commis-
sion vote on Catholic 
school 
BY ALEXA EPITROPOULOS

City council unanimous-
ly approved a development 
special use permit for Bishop 
Ireton’s expansion at its pub-
lic hearing on Saturday. The 
decision reversed a vote by the 
planning commission the pre-
vious week that had altered 
an agreement hammered out 
during a year of meetings be-
tween the school, affected 
neighbors and city staff.

The DSUP was formed, 
in part, by a long-in-the-
works agreement between 
the Catholic school and the  
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Come meet her on Saturday and 
Sunday from 1:30 pm to 4:30 pm. For 
more information contact King Street 
Cats: contact@kingstreetcats.org.

Silly
SNUGGLES

Such a dear boy who’s family 
could not keep him any 
longer.  He would love to 

be your one and only love 
bug and promises to return 
all the love he is given.

surrounding Clover College 
Park neighborhood. Bishop 
Ireton began hosting com-
munity meetings about a year 
ago and a total of eight pub-
lic meetings have taken place 
since then. 

Bishop Ireton gained ap-
proval to expand its facility 
by 47,000 square feet in four 
phases over a number of years. 
Issues worked out with the 
community included parking, 
safety and noise concerns. 

The compromise involved 
a total increase of 60 parking 
spaces over the course of the 
project, from 247 to 307 spaces 
and a 925-student cap for the 
school. 

When the planning com-
mission met on Sept. 7, Vice 
Chairman Nate Macek and 
Commissioner Maria Wasows-
ki expressed concerns about 
some of the conditions includ-

ed in the DSUP. The commis-
sion recommended that city 
council approve the DSUP, but 
struck several conditions from 
that document and directed 
that they be included in a sep-
arate, non-city coordinated 
memorandum of understand-
ing.

The planning commission 
eliminated conditions from 
the DSUP related to renting 
out use of the parking lot, to 
events held on the exterior of 
the school building and to use 
of the school’s gymnasium 
and auditorium facilities and 
sports events on Fannon Field. 

Macek said some of the 
conditions were overly restric-
tive and went beyond the role 
that the city should play.

“We’re overly limiting 
what the school is able to do 
with its facilities when the 
bottom line ought to be for 
a use that you’re able to use 
it when you’re able to use it, 

regardless of whether that is 
for the school or for events,” 
Macek said at the meeting. 
“I think that’s going beyond 
what the city should require.”

Macek and Wasowski also 
expressed concern with limit-
ing enrollment.

“The student population 
has increased all over the city 
and all over the region, so why 
should Bishop Ireton be any 
different?” Wasowski said. 
“Their population has also in-
creased, so they should be able 
to accommodate that.”

At its public hearing on 
Saturday, city council voted 
to reject some of the planning 
commission’s recommenda-
tions. It reinstated conditions 
that had been relegated to the 
memorandum of understand-
ing back into the DSUP, in-
cluding regulation of activity 
on Fannon Field and the use 

IMAGE/ MAGINNISS + DEL NINNO ARCHITECTS
Rendering of the proposed Bishop Ireton expansion, which was approved unanimously by the city council 
at its public hearing on Saturday.

We are so pleased that the Alexandria City Council approved 
the plans for the brand-new academic center.  This is 
such a significant moment in Bishop Ireton’s history and 

for Catholic education in Alexandria. ... Once the new academic 
center is complete, it will provide much-needed classroom space, 
an enlarged cafeteria, and new STEM labs which will allow us to 
expand our curricular offerings.  The future is bright for Bishop 
Ireton and we are grateful for all the support we’ve received from 
City of Alexandria as we embark on this exciting new chapter.”

– Dr. Tom Curry,
head of school, Bishop Ireton High School 

SEE BISHOP IRETON | 25
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Downsizing? 
Settling an Estate 

in Virginia?
^SELL EVERYTHING IN 

JUST 2 WEEKS

703-594-7316 
.com/Alexandria

Local expert help in Virginia to sell everything!

call

of the Bishop Ireton gymna-
sium. Councilors approved 
the original staff recommen-
dation, with amendments to 
two conditions that regulate 
documents made available 
to the public through the 
school’s website and that 
prohibit satellite parking for 
nearby businesses, because 
it was a duplicate of another 
condition.

Mayor Allison Silberberg 
and councilors praised Bish-
op Ireton’s collaboration with 
the community at the public 
hearing.

“We want to recognize 
that BI’s new leadership is 
really turning a page, and 
we’re encouraged by that and 
grateful to Miss Porter and 
her community and Clover 
College Park for going to all 
those meetings and working 
together,” Silberberg said. 

“I can’t tell you how much 
I appreciated the negotiations 
that went on,” Councilor Del 
Pepper said in the meeting. 
“… This is the kind of thing I 
like to see when you bring it 
here. You’ve already solved 
almost every last thing. This 
is a feeling of not ‘us against 

them,’ but ‘this is our situa-
tion, we all owned the issues 
and we’re going to work to-
gether to solve them.’”

Silberberg cautioned the 
planning commission on 
their role moving forward.

“The planning commis-
sion has an important role 
to play, and we appreciate 
their hard work, including 
on the DSUP. We do pay close 
attention to their thoughts 
and concerns, but, with all 
due respect, I was concerned 
about some of the comments. 
It seemed to be beyond their 
official function as the plan-
ning commission and went 
into the responsibility of 
council,” Silberberg said.

Councilor John Chapman 
suggested a joint meeting 
with the planning commis-
sion to discuss those roles.

Bishop Ireton expects to 
finish both its first and sec-
ond phases by 2019. The first 
phase will involve demol-
ishing the Oblate House and 
replacing it with classroom 
space, a cafeteria and admin-
istrative offices and the ad-
dition of 38 parking spaces. 
The second phase includes 
adding an auxiliary gymnasi-
um and new main entryway, 

as well as the modernization 
and expansion of classrooms 
and the completion of a per-
manent northern parking lot. 
Phases three and four will be 
completed within five to ten 
years.

“We are so pleased that 
the Alexandria City Council 
approved the plans for the 
brand-new academic center. 
This is such a significant 
moment in Bishop Ireton’s 
history and for Catholic ed-
ucation in Alexandria,” Bish-
op Ireton Head of School Dr. 
Tom Curry said in a state-
ment. “It’s been a massive 
group effort getting to this 
point, but we are excited to 
see our building project go 
from concept to becoming 
a reality. Once the new aca-
demic center is complete, it 
will provide much-needed 
classroom space, an enlarged 
cafeteria, and new STEM 
labs, which will allow us to 
expand our curricular offer-
ings.  The future is bright 
for Bishop Ireton and we are 
grateful for all the support 
we’ve received from City of 
Alexandria as we embark on 
this exciting new chapter.”

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 
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Police issued an “all clear” 
two hours after a bomb threat 
was made against an office 
building on the 600 block of 
Prince Street on Sunday.

The bomb threat was 
made against 699 Prince St., 
which houses the headquar-
ters of the Center for Missing 
& Exploited Children. Police 
reported that they were in-

vestigating the threat at 8:39 
p.m. and they gave the “all 
clear” at 10:35 p.m.

The incident follows a 
bomb threat made against 
the same building on Aug. 5. 
That investigation also end-
ed in an “all clear” in a mat-
ter of hours. 

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Robbery near Potomac Yard 
Police are searching for 

a suspect who committed a 
robbery near Potomac Yard 
over the weekend. 

The suspect stole a hand-
bag from an unnamed vic-
tim while brandishing a 
handgun on the 2900 block 

of Montrose Avenue, Alex-
andria police reported on 
Saturday. There were no in-
juries.

No arrests have been 
made at this point.

- aepitropoulos@
alextimes.com 

Old Town bomb threat

Drivers

PACKAGE GAS DRIVER 1
Manassas Park, VA

$2,000 RETENTION BONUS, QUARTERLY BONUSES,  
DRIVER HOME EVERY NIGHT, GREAT BENEFITS AND 401K!

Matheson, a leading mfr. of industrial, medical & 
specialty gases, seeks a Package Gas Driver 1 for our 
Manassas Park facility. The primary responsibility of the 
Driver is to transport materials in a safe and timely manner 
by applying knowledge for commercial driving regulations, 
and roads in the area. H.S. Diploma and must possess a 
valid commercial Class B Driver’s License, Hazmat, Airbrake 
Endorsements, and Medical card; packaged gas straight truck 
driver to include pumper, micro-bulk. Class A Driver’s License 
& Tanker Endorsements preferred, along with competitive pay, 
medical, dental, vision, 401k, and paid vacation.

Apply online at:
https://mathesongas.silkroad.com/epostings
Req. #4241-131, 4242-131 OR 4323-131

Matheson is an EO employer – M/F/Veteran/Disability    

Dry/HVAC Controlled,  
Indoor Storage Space
Local Del Ray Location

Available Immediately for 
Long/Short Term Lease.
Bulk Open Space (2,000 S.F.)

Individual Locker Units (100 S.F. Each)  
Can be Combined Climate 

Controlled, Lighted, 24/7 Access,  
w/Wide Entry Door and Aisles.

WRG PROPERTIES      301-365-7022  

Storage Space Available!

CRIME




