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THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
Title & Intro to Gospel 

 
Matthew 1: 1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham. 

Title & Intro to Gospel 
 
Luke 1: Inasmuch as many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things which 
have been accomplished among us, 2 just as they were delivered to us by those who 
from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word, 3 it seemed good to me 
also, having followed all things closely[a] for some time past, to write an orderly 
account for you, most excellent The-oph′ilus, 4 that you may know the truth concerning 
the things of which you have been informed. 
 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
 

The Birth of John the Baptist Foretold 
 

5 In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named Zechari′ah,[b] of the 
division of Abi′jah; and he had a wife of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless. 7 But they had no child, because 
Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 
 
8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on 
duty,9 according to the custom of the priesthood, it fell to him by lot to enter the temple 
of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying 
outside at the hour of incense. 11 And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord 
standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechari′ah was troubled when 
he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him,  
 

“Do not be afraid, Zechari′ah, for your prayer is heard, and your wife Elizabeth 
will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 
14 And you will have joy and gladness, 
and many will rejoice at his birth; 
15 for he will be great before the Lord, 
and he shall drink no wine nor strong drink, 
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, 
even from his mother’s womb. 
16 And he will turn many of the sons of Israel to the Lord their God, 
17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Eli′jah, 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, 
to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 
 

18 And Zechari′ah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and 
my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who stand 
in the presence of God; and I was sent to speak to you, and to bring you this good 
news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these 
things come to pass, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in 
their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechari′ah, and they wondered at his 
delay in the temple.22 And when he came out, he could not speak to them, and they 



   2 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO MATTHEW THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO LUKE 
perceived that he had seen a vision in the temple; and he made signs to them and 
remained dumb. 23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 
24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid herself, 
saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done to me in the days when he looked on me, to take 
away my reproach among men.” 
 

The Birth of Jesus Foretold The Birth of Jesus Foretold 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Hail, O 
favored one, the Lord is with you!”[c] 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and 
considered in her mind what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her,  
 

“Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 
32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High; 
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever; 
and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How shall this be, since I have no husband?” 35 And the 
angel said to her, 
 

“The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born[d] will be called holy, 
the Son of God. 

 
36 And behold, your kinswoman Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing will be 
impossible.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord; let it be to me 
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 
 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 

Mary Visits Elizabeth 
 

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a city of 
Judah,40 and she entered the house of Zechari′ah and greeted Elizabeth. 41 And when 
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was 
filled with the Holy Spirit 42 and she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43 And why is this granted me, that the 
mother of my Lord should come to me? 44 For behold, when the voice of your greeting 
came to my ears, the babe in my womb leaped for joy. 45 And blessed is she who 
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believed that there would be[e] a fulfilment of what was spoken to her from the 
Lord.” 46 And Mary said, 
 

Mary’s Song of Praise Mary’s Song of Praise 
 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has regarded the low estate of his handmaiden. 
For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed; 
49 for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 
and holy is his name. 
50 And his mercy is on those who fear him 
from generation to generation. 
51 He has shown strength with his arm, 
he has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 
52 he has put down the mighty from their thrones, 
and exalted those of low degree; 
53 he has filled the hungry with good things, 
and the rich he has sent empty away. 
54 He has helped his servant Israel, 
in remembrance of his mercy, 
55 as he spoke to our fathers, 
to Abraham and to his posterity for ever.” 
56 And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her home. 

 
The Birth of John the Baptist 

 
The Birth of John the Baptist 

 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to be delivered, and she gave birth to a son. 58 And 
her neighbors and kinsfolk heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they 
rejoiced with her. 59 And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child; and they 
would have named him Zechari′ah after his father, 60 but his mother said, “Not so; he 
shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None of your kindred is called by this 
name.”62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he would have him 
called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet, and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all 
marveled. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he 
spoke, blessing God.65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were 
talked about through all the hill country of Judea; 66 and all who heard them laid them 
up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was 
with him. 
 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 
 

Zechariah’s Prophecy 
 

67 And his father Zechari′ah was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying, 
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68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has visited and redeemed his people, 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies, 
and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to perform the mercy promised to our fathers, 
and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath which he swore to our father Abraham, 74 to grant us 
that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all the days of our life. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 through the tender mercy of our God, 
when the day shall dawn upon[f] us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

 

80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness till the 
day of his manifestation to Israel. 

  
The Genealogy of Jesus the Messiah 

 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 
Judah and his brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 
the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Ram,[a] 4 and Ram[b] the father of 
Ammin′adab, and Ammin′adab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 
Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Bo′az by Rahab, and Bo′az the father of Obed by 
Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the king. 
 
And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uri′ah, 7 and Solomon the father of 
Rehobo′am, and Rehobo′am the father of Abi′jah, and Abi′jah the father of Asa,[c] 8 and 
Asa[d] the father of Jehosh′aphat, and Jehosh′aphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 
father of Uzzi′ah, 9 and Uzzi′ah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and 
Ahaz the father of Hezeki′ah, 10 and Hezeki′ah the father of Manas′seh, and Manas′seh 
the father of Amos,[e] and Amos[f] the father of Josi′ah, 11 and Josi′ah the father of 
Jechoni′ah and his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
 
12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoni′ah was the father of She-al′ti-el,[g] and 
She-al′ti-el[h] the father of Zerub′babel, 13 and Zerub′babeli the father of Abi′ud, and 

The Ancestors of Jesus 
 

Luke 3: 23 Jesus, when he began his ministry, was about thirty years of age, being the 
son (as was supposed) of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 
the son of Melchi, the son of Jan′na-i, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Mattathi′as, the 
son of Amos, the son of Nahum, the son of Esli, the son of Nag′ga-i, 26 the son of 
Ma′ath, the son of Mattathi′as, the son of Sem′e-in, the son of Josech, the son of 
Joda, 27 the son of Jo-an′an, the son of Rhesa, the son of Zerub′babel, the son of She-
al′ti-el,[c] the son of Neri,28 the son of Melchi, the son of Addi, the son of Cosam, the son 
of Elma′dam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Elie′zer, the son of Jorim, the 
son of Matthat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eli′akim, 31 the son of Me′le-a, the son of Menna, 
the son of Mat′tatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 
 
32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of Bo′az, the son of Sala, the son of 
Nahshon, 33 the son of Ammin′adab, the son of Admin, the son of Arni, the son of 
Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son 
of Abraham,  
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Abi′ud the father of Eli′akim, and Eli′akim the father of Azor, 14 and Azor the father of 
Zadok, and Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eli′ud, 15 and Eli′ud the 
father of Elea′zar, and Elea′zar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of 
Jacob, 16 and Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, 
who is called Christ. 
 
17 So all the generations from Abraham to David were fourteen generations, and from 
David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and from the deportation to 
Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations. 
 

the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Re′u, the son of Peleg, 
the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Ca-i′nan, the son of Arphax′ad, the son 
of Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methu′selah, the son of 
Enoch, the son of Jared, the son of Maha′lale-el, the son of Ca-i′nan, 38 the son of Enos, 
the son of Seth, the son of Adam, the son of God. 
 
[This section is out of order. St. Luke places the genealogy in Chapter 3 not 1. In an 
effort for an easy comparison it has been moved to the forefront.] 

The Birth of Jesus the Messiah 
 
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ[i] took place in this way. When his mother Mary had 
been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she was found to be with child of 
the Holy Spirit; 19 and her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to 
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered this, behold, an angel of 
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take 
Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit; 21 she will bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”  
 
22 All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: 
23 “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called 
Emman′u-el” (which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as 
the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took his wife, 25 but knew her not until she 
had borne a son; and he called his name Jesus. 
 

The Birth of Jesus 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Luke 2 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should 
be enrolled. 2 This was the first enrollment, when Quirin′i-us was governor of 
Syria. 3 And all went to be enrolled, each to his own city. 4 And Joseph also went up 
from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called 
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5 to be enrolled with 
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. 6 And while they were there, the time came for 
her to be delivered. 7 And she gave birth to her first-born son and wrapped him in 
swaddling cloths, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the 
inn. 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
 

The Shepherds and the Angels 
 
8 And in that region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. 9 And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them, and they were filled with fear. 10 And the angel said to them, “Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the 
people; 11 for to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord. 12 And this will be a sign for you: you will find a babe wrapped in swaddling 
cloths and lying in a manger.”13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, 
 

14 “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among men with whom he 
is pleased!”[a] 
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15 When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
“Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16 And they went with haste, and found Mary and Joseph, and the 
babe lying in a manger. 17 And when they saw it they made known the saying which had 
been told them concerning this child; 18 and all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. 19 But Mary kept all these things, pondering them in her 
heart.20 And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard 
and seen, as it had been told them. 
 

Jesus Is Named 
 

Jesus Is Named 
 

21 And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called Jesus, the name 
given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 

Jesus Is Presented in the Temple Jesus Is Presented in the Temple 
 

22 And when the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 
brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of 
the Lord, “Every male that opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24 and to 
offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, 
or two young pigeons.” 25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, 
and this man was righteous and devout, looking for the consolation of Israel, and the 
Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
should not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 And inspired by the 
Spirit[b] he came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do 
for him according to the custom of the law, 28 he took him up in his arms and blessed 
God and said, 
 
29 “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, 
according to thy word; 
30 for mine eyes have seen thy salvation 
31 which thou hast prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 
and for glory to thy people Israel.” 
33 And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him; 34 and Simeon 
blessed them and said to Mary his mother, 
“Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising of many in Israel, 
and for a sign that is spoken against 
35 (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), 
that thoughts out of many hearts may be revealed.” 
 
36 And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phan′u-el, of the tribe of Asher; 
she was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years from her 
virginity, 37 and as a widow till she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
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worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 And coming up at that very hour 
she gave thanks to God, and spoke of him to all who were looking for the redemption of 
Jerusalem. 

 
  

The Visit of the Wise Men 
 

2 Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, 2 “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we have seen his star in the East, and have come to worship 
him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him;4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them 
where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it is 
written by the prophet: 

6 ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
who will govern my people Israel.’” 

7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the 
star appeared; 8 and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the 
child, and when you have found him bring me word, that I too may come and worship 
him.” 9 When they had heard the king they went their way; and lo, the star which they 
had seen in the East went before them, till it came to rest over the place where the child 
was.10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; 11 and going 
into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and 
worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh.12 And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they 
departed to their own country by another way. 

 

The Visit of the Wise Men 
 

The Escape to Egypt 
 

13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 
dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there 
till I tell you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose 
and took the child and his mother by night, and departed to Egypt, 15 and remained there 
until the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, 
“Out of Egypt have I called my son.” 
 

The Escape to Egypt 
 

The Massacre of the Infants 
 

16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, was in a furious 
rage, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region 
who were two years old or under, according to the time which he had ascertained from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

The Massacre of the Infants 
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18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
she refused to be consoled, 
because they were no more.” 

 
The Return from Egypt 

 
19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt, saying, 20 “Rise, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his 
mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archela′us reigned over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a 
dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and dwelt in a city called 
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a 
Nazarene.” 
 

The Return to Nazareth 
 

39 And when they had performed everything according to the law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own city, Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 

 
 
 
 
3 In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2 “Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 3 For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet 
Isaiah when he said, 
 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight.” 
 

4 Now John wore a garment of camel’s hair, and a leather girdle around his waist; and 
his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then went out to him Jerusalem and all Judea 
and all the region about the Jordan, 6 and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 
 

 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sad′ducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear 
fruit that befits repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have 
Abraham as our father’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children 
to Abraham.10 Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 
does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 

Luke 3 In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tibe′ri-us Caesar, Pontius Pilate being 
governor of Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of 
the region of Iturae′a and Trachoni′tis, and Lysa′ni-as tetrarch of Abile′ne, 2 in the high-
priesthood of Annas and Ca′iaphas, the word of God came to John the son of Zechari′ah 
in the wilderness; 3 and he went into all the region about the Jordan, preaching a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4 As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, 
 

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 
5 Every valley shall be filled, 
and every mountain and hill shall be brought low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
and the rough ways shall be made smooth; 
6 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 

 

7 He said therefore to the multitudes that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8 Bear fruits that befit 
repentance, and do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for 
I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 9 Even now the 
axe is laid to the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
10 And the multitudes asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11 And he answered them, 
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11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier 
than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry; he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 
and gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 
fire.” 
 

“He who has two coats, let him share with him who has none; and he who has food, let 
him do likewise.” 12 Tax collectors also came to be baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, 
what shall we do?” 13 And he said to them, “Collect no more than is appointed 
you.” 14 Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, 
“Rob no one by violence or by false accusation, and be content with your wages.” 
15 As the people were in expectation, and all men questioned in their hearts concerning 
John, whether perhaps he were the Christ,  
 
16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with water; but he who is mightier than I is 
coming, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie; he will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor, and to gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
 
18 So, with many other exhortations, he preached good news to the people. 19 But Herod 
the tetrarch, who had been reproved by him for Hero′di-as, his brother’s wife, and for all 
the evil things that Herod had done, 20 added this to them all, that he shut up John in 
prison. 
 

The Baptism of Jesus 
 

13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14 John 
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to 
me?” 15 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus was baptized, he went up 
immediately from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened[a] and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and alighting on him; 17 and lo, a voice from 
heaven, saying, “This is my beloved Son,[b] with whom I am well pleased.” 
 

The Baptism of Jesus 
 

21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and 
was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 
bodily form, as a dove, and a voice came from heaven, “Thou art my beloved 
Son;[a] with thee I am well pleased.” 
 

The Temptation of Jesus 
 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 
devil.2 And he fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was hungry. 
 
 
 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these 
stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’” 
5 Then the devil took him to the holy city, and set him on the pinnacle of the 
temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 
written, 
‘He will give his angels charge of you,’ 
and 

The Temptation of Jesus 
 

4 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan, and was led by the 
Spirit2 for forty days in the wilderness, tempted by the devil. And he ate nothing in those 
days; and when they were ended, he was hungry.  
 
3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become 
bread.” 4 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘ 
Man shall not live by bread alone.’”  
 
5 And the devil took him up, and showed him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment 
of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority and their glory; for it has 
been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it 
shall all be yours.” 8 And Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.’” 
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‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’” 
 
8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all the kingdoms 
of the world and the glory of them; 9 and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if 
you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then Jesus said to him, “Begone, Satan! for it is 
written, 
‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’” 
 

11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and ministered to him. 
 

 

 

 

9 And he took him to Jerusalem, and set him on the pinnacle of the temple, and said to 
him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here; 10 for it is written, 
‘He will give his angels charge of you, to guard you,’ 
11 and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone.’” 
12 And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’”  
 
13 And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an 
opportune time. 

  
Jesus Begins His Ministry in Galilee 

 
12 Now when he heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew into Galilee; 13 and 
leaving Nazareth he went and dwelt in Caper′na-um by the sea, in the territory of 
Zeb′ulun and Naph′tali, 14 that what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 
15 “The land of Zeb′ulun and the land of Naph′tali, 
toward the sea, across the Jordan, 
Galilee of the Gentiles— 
16 the people who sat in darkness 
have seen a great light, 
and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
light has dawned.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.” 

The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 
 

14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee, and a report concerning 
him went out through all the surrounding country. 15 And he taught in their synagogues, 
being glorified by all. 
 

 
 

i It is important to understand that to the Jewish listener, Zerubbabel is the end of the Davidic line. The genealogy that follows was a revelation and, to them, reestablishes the Davidic line. 
 
 

Additional Resources 
 

• The Birth of Jesus: Comparison of the Infancy Narratives by Fr. Felix Just, S.J., Ph.D.: http://catholic-resources.org/Bible/Jesus-Birth.htm 
• Infancy Narratives: Jesus of Nazareth, Joseph Ratzinger, 2013. http://www.amazon.com/Jesus-Nazareth-The-Infancy-

Narratives/dp/0385346409 
• Into the Kingdom of the Son, Lesson 6, St. Paul Center for Biblical Theology. https://stpaulcenter.com/studies/lesson/lesson-six-into-the-

kingdom-of-the-son 
• For an understanding of how the Gospel of John’s Prologue relates to Christmas, go to YouTube and view: Fr. Robert Barron on Christmas 

and the Prologue of John: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcmGmao-TJA 


